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amateurs looking to earn
friends’ approval with ori-
gami décor, “Paper Home:
Beautifully Unique Origami
Projects” (Pavilion, Febru-
ary), by Esther Thorpe, offers
doable steps to more modest
but still unpredictable cre-
ations, like lampshades or

ABOVE AND BEYOND THE FOLD
As two new books show, origami can be delightful craft or mind-boggling sculpture
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IF YOU’VE SEEN a 3-D
printer in action or strapped
on a virtual-reality headset,
you might assume mere ori-
gami couldn’t impress you.
But what if we told you the
Asian technique associated
with mundane paper cranes
and childish cootie catchers
can also transform a single
sheet of paper into a lifelike
relief portrait or an M.C. Es-
cher-esque form? Or twist
pages of religious texts into
an artful political statement?
These are just some of the
implausible projects featured
in Meher McArthur’s “New
Expressions in Origami Art:
Masterworks from 25 Lead-
ing Paper Artists” (Tuttle,
March). Former NASA scien-
tist Robert J. Lang, one of
the origamists whose work
appears in the book, recently
gave a TED Talk on the com-
plex math behind the craft.
During childhood, he started
with simple designs “almost
entirely from books pur-
chased or checked out of lo-
cal libraries,” he said. For

PAPER ROUTES
A compendium of Origami
masterpieces, above, and a
guide to 15 unique but less-

ambitious projects, right

multi-pointed stars. Except
for the truly jaded, noted Dr.
Lang, people are generally
surprised by what one unpre-
possessing piece of paper can
yield, whether it’s a wee bas-
ket or a hyper-detailed arach-
nid of his own creation.

—Tim Gavan

The conflict A minimalist vanity must share space in a loo with an
elaborately wrought étagère. Three designers try to bridge the style chasm

Lavatory Rivalry
THE MEDIATOR

F.
M
A
RT

IN
RA

M
IN
/T
H
E
W
A
LL

ST
RE

ET
JO

U
RN

A
L
(W

A
LL
PA

PE
R)

SOLUTION 3
Combine whimsy
and boldness in a
tile. Brooklyn de-
signer Rachel New-
ton sought an intri-
cate geometric
pattern to help the
right-angled vanity
and the ornate
étagère get along,
“but I didn’t want
anything too famil-
iar,” she said. “The
gilded piece is so whimsical, I wanted to add some playful-
ness.” More cheeky than a checkerboard, this pattern provides
gaiety, while both the subtle veining in the Italian marble and
the blossoming vine entwining the shelves are rooted in the
natural world. New Ravenna Lancaster Large Tile, $77 a
square foot, Ann Sacks, 800-278-8453

DESIGN & DECORATING

1960s Italian
Floral Étagère

from Carol Master
Antiques, $1,375,

1stdibs.com

SOLUTION 1
Hang wallpaper that’s
graphic but painterly.
The black sink console
by Norm Architects is
minimal and mascu-
line, pointed out
San Francisco de-
signer Lauren Gere-
mia, while the
étagère, though iron, is
floral and feminine. She
suggests reconciling
their stylistic dispute
with a wall covering
that’s strongly graphic but softly blurred. “The two pieces are
very considered in design, not generic at all,” she added. This
paper—unusually tactile thanks to a base of compressed mar-
ble-dust plaster—“also has that.” Permia Caviar Bone Wallpaper,
$341 per yard, Callidus Guild, 718-783-0329

SOLUTION 2
Add a contemporary take
on a fussy form. A distilla-
tion of the Queen Anne
style, this mirror is stream-
lined enough to make nice
with the modern console,
but able to speak “to the
undulating lines of the
étagère as well,” said San
Francisco designer Kendall
Wilkinson. The looking glass
lightens up the dark vanity,
and its brassy finish con-
nects with the gold paint of
the étagère, “creating a flu-
idity among the three
pieces,” said Ms. Wilkinson.
Queen Anne-Style Mirror,
$1,183, horchow.com

Norm Architects
Frame Console by

Ex.t, about $4,785,
shop.ex-t.com

FRESH PICK

‘Three Waves
Meeting’ by Eric and

Martin Demaine, from
‘New Expressions in

Origami Art’

HEROES
HIDDEN IN
PLAIN SIGHT
Military Caregivers serve by caring
for our country’s wounded veterans

and servicemembers at home.
Caregivers don’t often ask for help,

but they deserve our support.

Join us at HiddenHeroes.org

Tom Hanks,
Hidden Heroes Chair
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